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Rev. William Martyn Baird, D. D.

O
N NOVEMBER 28, 1931, there passed to

his reward and to a higher service one

who was a great factor in the establish-

ment and development of the Church in Ko-

rea, one whose influence will be appreciated

more as the years go by. Dr. Baird was born

in Charlestown, Indiana, on June 16, 1862,

and would have been seventy years of age

this coming summer. He was justifiably

proud of his Presbyterian, Scotch-Irish,

Covenanter ancestry and often spoke of those

who Were in the siege of Londonderry and

who afterwards came to America, settling in

the Carolinas, from whence they moved to

southern Indiana. His father was a physician,

living on a farm and serving a rural commun-

ity both as physician and as elder in the local

church. His only brother, a man of great in-

tellectual ability and charming personality,

was known throughout the region surround-

ing Hanover College as “Professor Baird,” a

great teacher and preacher who left a marked

impress upon the many students who studied

under him.

Dr. Baird attended the primary school at

Charlestown and then entered preparatory

department at Hanover College, finishing his

college course in 1885. He was the valedic-

torian in a class noted then and since as enroll-

ing the foremost students of the classes

which graduated under the Presidency of Dr.

D. W. Fisher, one of the best educators of his

time. In college Dr. Baird was recognized as

a man of outstanding intellectual ability, deep

religious convictions and of strong character

and influence. He took his theological course

at McCormick Seminary, Chicago, graduating

with the class of 1888, a class with the record

of the largest percentage of foreign mission-

aries. He, the writer, and three others met

in daily prayer during the Seminary course, all

of these offering themselves for the foreign

field and all but one coming to Japan or

Korea.

After a year in home mission work in Mis-

souri, and a year in Colorado as President of

Del Norte College, years fruitful in experience

preparatory for his future work on the mis-

sion field, he came to Korea in February, 1891,

so that last February he had finished forty

years of service in Korea.

His Alma Mater conferred upon him succes-

sively the degrees of M. A., Ph. D., and D. D. ;

honors which were most worthily bestowed.

After a year or so in Seoul, learning the

language, Dr. and Mrs. Baird were selected to

open a new station in Fusan. Here he did

pioneer work, preaching the Gospel in season

and out of season, traveling to country dis-

tricts and gathering groups of converts who
constituted the nucleus of the Church in the

Kyengsang province. Among these early

converts there were men trained by Dr. Baird

with the impress of his own deep convictions,

who became the consecrated and efficient

leaders of the early Church in the south.

Extensive travel in the south soon revealed

to him the strategic position of Taiku, the

capital of the province and, with the arrival of

reinforcements to care for the work in Fusan,

he began to work his way into the larger city.

He and Mrs. Baird lived for a time in a native

house in the heart of the city, purchasing the

first site and erecting a small, native style re-

sidence.

Before a new station was formally opened

he and Mrs. Baird were transferred to Seoul

to meet the great need of someone to dc-

velope the educational work in that center.

After a year in Seoul, in charge of what later

developed into the John D. Wells Academy,

and with a varied experience in evangelistic,

educational, and pioneer mission work, he

was called to Pyengyang in 1898, in order to

help meet the needs in the unprecendented

advance of the work there. He very soon re-

alized that with such a large Church rapidly

developing, there was a necessity of training
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men for leadership in the Church and of pro-

viding a better education. He began Middle

School work for boys in a little thatched

house, where he gathered a few of the boys

who had finished the primary school course

in the two primary schools already established.

This was the origin of the Soong Sil Academy
and afterwards of the Union Christian Col-

lege. Here he laid the foundations for the

educational work of the Presbyterian Mission

in Korea.

All through his forty years of service he

was engaged in personal evangelistic work
both in school and Church. During the last

two years, when he did little itinerating, he

gave his nights to Street Chapel preaching in

the city, and last year he organized one of the

most successful revivals which the Church
has experienced. Every night for two weeks

the College Auditorium Gymnasium was filled

with over five thousand people eagerly listen-

ing to the Gospel message. His greatest

work was as founder, principal, and president

of the Academy and College, and for this work
not only scores of graduates who were the

first students in Korea to receive a modern
education, but the whole Church hold him in

grateful remembrance. As an educator, and

disciplinarian and molder of character he will

have few equals.

Before and after severing his connection

with the College in 1916 he was professor in

the Theological Seminary for many years,

established and edited the “Theological

Review,’’ carried on extensive itineration

especially in the conduct of Bible classes in the

unique system of Bible Training Classes and

Bible Institutes which mark the w7ork of the

Mission in Korea. He was particularly eager

to provide a Christian literature for the

Church and the many books which he trans-

lated and prepared showed very clearly his

fitness for Bible translation and revision and

the Bible Committee elected him one of the

Board of translators. The translation and re-

vision of the Old Testament was the crowning

glory of his missionary career. While in the

seminary he had taken a special course in

Hebrew, under Dr. Harper of Chicago Univer-
sity, and after he was sixty years of age he
took postgraduate work in Princeton and also

studied Hebrew under the tutelage of a

Jewish rabbi in Philadelphia. Thus he

studiously prepared for the better translation

of the Scriptures which he considered a very

great privilege.

Dr. Baird was twice married. His first wife

was Annie Laurie Adams, who did so much in

the preparation of the Korean Hymn Book
and whose “Fifty Helps for Beginners” has

assisted so many in the acquisition of the

lauguage. Their children were Nancy Rose,

born in Fusan, who died before they left that

station
;
John, a physician in Ohio

;
Arthur,

who died in infancy in Pyengyang; William

M. Jr. and Richard H., missionaries in Chair-

yung and Kangkei.

Dr. Baird’s second wife was Miss Rose

Fetterolf, whose training in Moody Bible In-

stitute, and experience as Bible teacher with

the Billy Sunday party of evangelists, made
her a great help-meet to Dr. Baird in all his

varied missionary work. They have one

daughter, Mary Anna, in the home with her

mother, who plans to remain on the field.

Dr. Baird wras a great missionary, a great

scholar, a great educator, a great man, and

above all a great Christian. We shall feel his

loss most keenly. His influence in and upon

the Church in Korea was most markpd and

very great indeed.

He had high ideals and most unswervingly

stood for righteousness. He had a most im-

plicit faith in God’s Word and with deep con-

viction and great joy proclaimed the Gospel,

in season and out of season, following his

messages with fervent believing prayer. He
was conscious, from personal experience, of

the grace of God without which there is no

salvation. Dr. Baird did a great work.

W'ould that we had many such men of like

faith, devotion and ability.

Samuel A. Moffett.
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Pyengyang,Korea.
Octobre 11,1932

Dear Jim,
,Thanks ever so much, for sending that tennis ball clear out here.

It surely was xeen of you and I certainly appreciate it. I suppose
you saw the the match. It sure must have been great to watch Vines
play. I sure am looking forward to the day when I will see some of
those great players play. Did you get to see the finals? Who did
Vines play in the semi-finals? mhe ball you sent came with several
others fr^m Hiss Logan to some of the other boys and I was wondering
whether you both were at the games and met each there.

I suppose you are wondering why I spelled October wrong. Well,
our Drench teacher,Hiss Thomas, told us always to write the date at
the top of our papers and to be sure to spell it in Drench. I got so
accustomed to spelling it that way that now I often find myself
writing it that way subconsciously.

%

I am taking a course in typing this year but so far we have not
covered much ground. Dor tomorrow *s lesson we take the few remaining
letters of the alphabet which we have not had yet. Since I have not
been taking lessons very long you must excuse my many erasures, Defore
the end of the year,however I expect to be able to type fairly well.

About six years ago Sung Sil Academy |s soccer team went over to

Japan and won the high school soccer championship of the Japanese

Empire. Today Sung Sil won the finals of the Korea national champion-

ship and so it will go over to Japan soon at the invitation of the

government who will also pay its expenses. The college and academy
have gone wild with delight this afternoon, nearly shouting their
heads off. It sure will be fine if the^wint over in Japan again.

About a week ago the scouts went on a hike to Kasa Hool cave.
'Je went in a sprinkle and came back in a hail storm but nevertheless
we surely had a ^rand time. Its the first time that I have been there
and I never realized that the cave was as big. as it is. '.Ye spent the
whole morning exploring the lower parts and even then we did not see
anywhere near all oi it.

V;e are all dying to hear from you, so please write as soon as you
can.

P, 3, You ca,n see by the date of this letter that I wrote it some
time ago but then thinking I had sent it off I forgot all about it
until I came across it today. I am awfully sorry it is late but
I an going to send it anyway

.

Your loving Brother
IIova-'1
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